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WEEKLY CHOLERA SITUATION UPDATE  

Key summary 
Map showing Cholera affected districts in somalia week 22, June 2021 

Federal Republic  of Somalia 

Ministry of Health & Human Services 

AWD/CHOLERA WEEKLY EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORT  

EPI WEEK 20 (16th to 22th May) 2022 

New cases for EPI - Week 20 

Note. Total number of cases reported subject to change after verification by the surveillance team 

• 487 new cholera cases reported from 20 districts 

• 241 severe cases 

• 1 death reported in reporting week 

• 20 stool samples tested, 4 of them were confirmed 

Vibrio cholerae 01 Ogawa by culture. 

• 5373 cumulative cases (52.04% children below 2 years)  

• 17 cumulative deaths (CFR 0.32%) 

• 1463 severe cases (48.19% children below 2 years 

• 83 total confirmed V. Cholerae 01 Ogawa by culture 

• 23 total districts affected  

Cumulative cases (Since 1st – 20th weeks in 2022) 

Fig 1. Overall epidemiological curve for the whole country Table 1 showing distribution of cases by state  

Laboratory testing 

• Since epidemiological week 1/2022, 538 cases have 
been tested positive in the National Public Health la-
boratory in Mogadishu of which 83 were positive for 
Vibrio cholerae, Ogawa 01.  

• During epidemiological week 20, of the 20 stool sam-
ples tested, 4 were positive for Vibrio cholerae, Ogawa 
01(table 2). The stool samples that were tested posi-
tive during week 20 were collected from Banadir Re-
gion. 

Fig2: Epi-Curves for AWD/cholera outbreak in Baidoa, Southwest state 
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Fig 3. Epi curve for AWD/Cholera outbreak in Banadir region Fig4: Epi curve for AWD/cholera in Jowhar; Hirshabelle state 

Fig 5 . Bar chart showing number cases by classification in all districts  Completed activities 

Note. Total number of cases reported subject to change after verification by the surveillance 

Response gaps 

• Acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) case definitions used 

in Somalia 

• Acute watery diarrhoeal is an illness characterized by 3 

or more loose or watery (non-bloody) stools within a 

24-hour period. 

• Suspected cholera case. Any patient aged 2 years and 

older presenting with acute watery diarrhoea and se-

vere dehydration or dying from acute watery diar-

rhoea.   

• Confirmed cholera case. A suspected case with Vibrio 

cholerae O1 or O139 confirmed by culture or PCR  

Standard case definitions used for AWD surveillance  
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   For more information , contact the following. 

• The current cholera outbreak in Somalia is a result of increasing number of people who have no access to safe 
water and proper sanitation due to drought. According to UN OCHA in Somalia,6.1M people have been affected 
by drought while 771400 people have been displaced in their homes in search of water and food.. The cholera 
situation is further driven by high cases of malnutrition especially among children below 5 years. The current 
outbreak is a protracted one since 2017 where uninterrupted transmission has been reported especially in 
Banadir for the past 5 years (figures 1,2,3 and 4) 

• Since epidemiological week 1/2022, 5373 cases of cholera and 17 deaths (CFR 0.32%) have been reported from 
23 of the 74 drought affected districts. Of the 5373 cases 52.04% are children below 2 years (fig 4); 2632 
(48.99%) are women and 1463 (27.23%) are severe cases (fig 5). All reported cases did not receive Oral Cholera 
Vaccine that was administered in cholera risk districts in 2017,2018 and 2019.  

• The number of cases reported have decrease by 72 (13%) in the past two weeks (table1). Since January 2022, 
the districts reporting the highest number of cases include Baidoa (1772), Daynile (630), Jowhar(574) and Afgoi 
(429) (table 5).  

AWD/Cholera outbreak drought affected districts 

Table 5.  showing cumulative number of cases, 

deaths, and attack rates by district  

Fig1. Map showing distribution of cases and deaths 

 in drought affected districts 


